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Mekelle University Inaugurates Community Radio Station
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After running a transmission test for about three months,
the university inaugurated the radio station in an event held
on 16 Nov.2019 at Mitiku Haile Hall (a building named
after the first president of the University) in the presence of
Professor Kindeya Gebrehiwot, the University’s president,
W/ro Lia Kassa, Chair of the Communication Affairs
Bureau of the Tigrai region, other government officials,
invited guests and the University’s community. In his
speech, Professor Kindeya Gebrehiwot, the University’s
President, explained the importance of the community
radio in working closely with residents of Mekelle city and
its environs.

Besides, he said, the radio station will serve as a media
laboratory for students and educators of the Department
of Journalism and Communication. Professor Kindeya
stated the station would move from its current place
at Mitiku Haile building to the floor reserved for it and
other communication facilities in the complex building
at Adi Haqi campus. Finally, Professor Kindeya advised
journalists of the radio station to apply the principles and
ethics of journalism so that they would be fair, balanced
and accurate in their reporting.

Photo momona FB Page
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G/er, wondwosen Andualem

Momona FM 96.4 Main Studio

W/ro Lia Kassa, Chair of the Communication Affairs
Bureau of the Tigrai region, on her part, commending the
initiative taken by Mekelle University and the ongoing
attempts by Aksum University to establish community
radios, recommended other universities in the region to
follow suit.

Furthermore, Mr. Bereket Hassen, as the Director of the
Radio Station expressed his plan to expand the radio station
to a media complex that constitutes television, print, and
digital media. Upon completion, the media complex will
offer students the opportunity to have skills in multi-media
production and to specialize in the medium of their choice.

The Community radio is hoped to fulfil the ideals of the
name it bears, which requires the full participation of
representatives of community members in all decision-
making processes. Moreover, it would play a significant
role in practicing professional journalism as it would be
free from pressure groups and manipulation.
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Representatives of Mekelle University won National Business
Idea Competition

In an event organised to award the winners of the business
idea competition at Sky Light Hotel in Addis Ababa in Nov.
21,2019, two innovators that represent Mekelle University
stood first and second in a competition that involved three
more universities (Adama University, Bahrdar University,
and Hawasa University).

According to W/ro Selamawit Kahsu, Director of
Center Mekelle
University, eleven business ideas were presented on the

Entrepreneurship Development at
competition. Of which, two business ideas presented by
Tesfakiros Tadele from College of Veterinary Medicine
and Kibrom Birhane from Electrical Power completed the
competition in the first and second ranks respectively.

Tesfakiros Tadele as the winner of the competition has
been awarded 75,000 Birr for his business idea “Pre and
Post Exposure Prophylaxis of Livestock and Pets against
Rabies.” On the other hand, Kibrom Birhane, who stood
second has been awarded 50,000 Birr for his business idea
“Stone Milling and Gold Extraction Service.”

Thecompetitionwasorganizedby EthiopiaEntrepreneurship
Development Center to motivate Entrepreneurship.
Professor Kindeya Gebrehiwot congratulated the winners
and the University’s Entrepreneurship Development
Center Directorate on their achievement.
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“I want to be a good facilitator”

Tesfaalem Gebreyohannes (PhD) is the Dean of the
College of Social Sciences and Languages. He is
among the young leaders at the University. Mengistu
Gebremedhin and Mebrahten Gebremariam sat
with him to talk about his achievements so far, the
challenges he is facing as the new Dean of such a
sizable College and the way forward.

Fidel: It has been six months since
you took office, and I think it will not
be too late to congratulate you. What
did you achieve in the last six months?

Tesfaalem (PhD): It is very difficult to
measure it in terms of achievement.
It is the first quarter of the academic
year. Thus, normally, it has been a time
of preparation. However, if we have
to measure it in terms of achievement,
it has been a time where we have
laid the ground for 2012 academic
year. In terms of preparation, for
example, we have developed the
annual plan for 2012. Besides, we are
making the necessary preparations to
increase the visibility of the College
in terms of publishing the research
results of the College and in terms of
increasing bilateral relationships with
different national and international
Furthermore,
developing proposals for international

universities. we are

funding. In terms

of increasing
bilateral relationships, for example,
we have signed a memorandum
of understanding with different
international organizations.

I don’t exactly remember them, but
they are about six and there are also
plans to sign different memorandum
of (MoU)  with
many more institutions in Ethiopia
and beyond. The
achievement, in this regard, is the
establishment of an American corner

understandings

most notable

here on our campus. Previously, the
American Embassy didn’t have such
kind of corners or services in our
university. But this year, we signed the
MoU and we are practically starting it
soon. We have identified and assigned
the building and the Embassy is
preparing the necessary equipment
and instruments.

Fidel: What does the establishment
of the American corner mean to the
College?

Tesfaalem (PhD): There could be
lots of events that can be organized
on this campus as the result of the
establishment of the corner. It can
give a language service. There could
also be different exam instruments
that can enhance the language skill of
the University’s community: the staff
and students. It also means, we have
a full-fledged centre here that can
be used for different purposes, and
the centre will be open to the city’s
community as well.

Recently, after making the necessary
preparations, we have also signed
a trilateral treaty among Mekelle
University; the French Embassy and
French Alliances in Addis Ababa.
As a result, this year, we have

& £\ | 05 £7TC 0 TC [BNTE %P



m

started preparing a French Language
Curriculum, which enables us to
start offering the French Language
soon. The main component of the
French centre will be giving training
on French Language at different
levels for the community of Mekelle
University and residents of Mekelle
city. Side by side, we are developing a
bachelor’s degree program curriculum
for French Language, which will be
commenced by next year. So, this is
also another achievement because it
has been very difficult for the College
and the University to start the French
language for many years. In Mekelle,

institutions which enable us to share
experience with our staff and students.
Recently, we have agreed with Padua
University to work together in areas
of student and staff exchange. As the
result of the agreement, two of our
students, we don’t know them yet,
it could be by competition from any
department, will be sent to Padua
University eight months each and two
professors from Padova University
will also come to teach for certain
periods in our College. Generally,
these are the achievements.

.

research the College is not known for
securing international funds, so my
first assignment is to create different
links to the College with different
international organizations so as to
give different pieces of training for
the staff so that the proposals that are
being developed by our staff become
competitive at international level to
secure or gain international funds.
Secondly, our staff is being involved
in different research activities but still,
they are not publishable or efficient,
I can say. Therefore, my second
effort will be to make the College
visible by publishing on different

So, before you become a school, you must first be sure that you can
stand alone starting from day one

as you know, we didn’t have French
Language Centre and our students and
staff who had to go abroad for a Master
and Ph.D. could not get training on
French language.
studied my masters and Ph.D. in
Belgium. But if I knew French, I
would have gained a lot. It was hard
for me to study in Belgium. Though
I studied in English, I failed to easily
communicate with the community as
50% of Belgians are French speakers.

For example, I

Hence, the establishment of the
centre would equip our staff and
students who want to go abroad for
a study with the language. As I told
you, we had agreements with many

Fidel: What are you doing to sustain
this ongoing plan?

Tesfaalem (PhD): I want to thank
you for mentioning this. I also want
to thank the former Dean, Dr. Zenawi
Zerihun, because I was able to learn
a lot of leadership expertise when I
was with him. So, to come to your
point, firstly I know the gaps and the
opportunities of the College; it is a
matter of solving or tackling those
points.

Fidel: can you mention some of the
gaps?

Tesfaalem (PhD): For example, in

reputable journals or by letting these
researchers disseminate their findings
by different mass media. My objective
is to enhance the visibility of the
achievements of the College.

Thirdly, our university is aspiring to be
one of the top 25 universities in Africa
and this should be achieved through
research. For example, we could have
different researchers since we have
different postgraduate programs, be
it in a masters or Ph.D. level. You
cannot have many researchers at a
time because the staff is engaged in
teaching and supervising. Maybe,
they don’t have time to be engaged
in research and may not have time to
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go to the field and collect data, but we
can do this by advising our students.
If you engage your students in
problem-solving topics and supervise
them properly, I believe these students
are in a position to come up with
different publishable and fruitful
research and this is only possible
if you open different postgraduate
programs. By doing this on one side,
we are increasing the visibility of the
College because of engaging students
in different research activities we are
going to publish. At the same time,
we are also realizing the vision of
our university to be one of the top 25
universities in Africa.

Fidel: I think there are times when
leaders come to office with brilliant
ideas, but they fail to realize them
because mostly they are occupied
with routines; so, do you have the
repeat such

mechanisms not to

mistakes?

Tesfaalem (PhD): I understand your
idea is right but what I am planning is,
I am not going to perform all things
alone. I have to delegate. My role is
to facilitate activities. Thus, if I act as
a facilitator and if I am successful in
making the staff realize these points, |
am sure they will be achieved.

Fidel: What are you planning to solve
the complaints coming from different
sides?

Tesfaalem (PhD): Immediately after
assuming the position, we assessed
the service delivery of the College
and the demands of the support staff.
Then, I organized a meeting with

them where we presented the findings
of the research and discussed issues
related to their understanding of their
job description and the things that the
College can do to support them and
increase their sense of ownership.
And, the meeting was research-based,
and the staff totally agreed on the
findings and they have stated that
some of them need training.

For example, many of them are not
well equipped with the necessary
skills; such as computer skills and
some of them even do not know
their job description. Some said they

are ready to contribute their share.

The University of Padua is an Italian university located in the ci of Padua

Some raised the issue that none of the
departments involved their secretaries
in the meeting, so they don’t know
what the department is deciding
and what are the aspirations and the
programs of the department. So, we are
trying to solve these problems. After
the findings, we conducted meeting
with the heads of departments, and
we shared these experiences with

them. Taking this into consideration,
we took every secretary and most of
the officers of the College to Wukro
during the annual planning so that
they know the aspirations and plans
of the College. Nevertheless, since
this is not enough, we have to prepare
training for them.

Fidel: one of the things that are very
visible in our College is there are some
discrepancies among departments
in terms of access to external funds,
of course, it may depend upon the
strength of the Department, but do
you think there are plans to help

departments, which are left behind?

Tesfaalem (PhD): It is not only a
discrepancy among the departments,
but also among the staff of a
department and the College. I had
the chance to study the performance
of Mekelle University with other
colleagues before three years. We
assessed the research performance of
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Mekelle University for seven or six
years. The study included different
senior staff and we found that very
few gain external research funds; very
few individuals in few Colleges. Even
if we saw the research guideline of
Mekelle University was revised based
on our conclusion, we said we have
to start from the internal Mekelle
University.

The wuniversity funds millions of
Birr for research, and some of them
are university-level competition and
some of them are based on College-
level competition. As you know,
research levels are divided into three:
small scale, medium scale and large
scale. Hence, the university, based on
our conclusion, included a rule that
dictates every proposal to include
young researchers. For example,
if you have to apply for a medium
scale at least you have to include two
masters’ students. The same works
Based

on this recommendation or research

for small scale researches.

findings the university has also begun
allocating small scale for young
all
efforts are to enhance the capacity of
young staff or young departments to
get exposure.

researchers. Therefore, these

As you know, in terms of publication,
the basic challenge to our young
staff is related to access of reputable
international journals. We could have
very hard-working staff who are
involved in research activities, but
they have no access to international
this purpose, the
university has revised the mechanism

journals. For

by promoting local journals. We have

different local journals. Publication in
international journals helps academic
promotion. If I have to be promoted,
I have to publish at least, in peer-
reviewed journals, but this has been a
challenge for the young staff of ours.
In order to solve this problem and
promote the young staff, the university
has developed a mechanism where
anybody who publishes in these local
journals could automatically use
his or her publication for promotion
here at Mekelle University and other
universities in the country.

So far, we have staff who have been
promoted by publishing their articles
at Bahirdar University. Thus, as part
of this effort, our College has also

As part of the university’s effort, we
will minimize the gap between the
young and senior staff.

Fidel: The interventions are somehow
limited in promoting the young staff
in publishing and article writing. But,
can’t we formally organize training
workshops on these areas; particularly
in article writing, fundraising, project
proposal or others at College level?

Tesfaalem (PhD): There are pieces
of annual research training, which
are offered by the university. The
training areas are identified based on
the staff demand so the university
gathers data in the potential areas, and

.

the university has developed a mechanism where anybody who
publishes in these local journals could automatically use his or

her publication for promotion here at Mekelle University and
other universities in the country.

established one journal; Journal of
Tigrian Culture and Development.
We have also finished a proposal to
establish a campus-based journal;
Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities, which is jointly owned
by the College of Social Sciences and
Languages, the College of Law and
Governance and the College Business
and Economics. So, these all efforts
are being made to promote the young

staff.

they give training. There is training
on SPSS, STATA, GIS and proposal
writing. Any interested individual
can get training at university-level.
Nonetheless, we can also make it
at College-level. Though there is a
budget constraint, we are committed
to allocate some for it. For example,
when [ come to the position of
postgraduate research coordination,
the first thing I did was, with the help of
the then Dean we made an assessment
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on the basic gaps of our young staff
and after this, we organized training.
The title of the training was how to
write a proposal for international
funding and publication in periodical
journals. There were many applicants
at that time; more than 100 applicants.
However, at the end of the day, we had
only 15 participants. There could have
different reasons; lack of information
or inappropriate timing. Yet, though
we have a very limited budget, we are
still committed to organize training.
I assure you that we will continue to
have such things if there is a demand
from our staff.

Fidel: Although this is not particular
to this College, there are problems
in using resources. We misuse the
electronic materials bought with
hard-earned foreign exchange. We
break them and there is no adequate
maintenance. As partoftheuniversity’s
management can’t we think of having
a permanent and capable person who
can maintain the broken materials
even who can give training on how
to use resources because I think some
of them are broken because of lack
of proper handling. Don’t you think
there should be permanent solution to
the problem?

Tesfaalem (PhD): I share this concern.
We have two basic problems; shortage
of resources and poor management
of resources. I also observe that if
something is broken, though slight,
no one is going to maintain it. For
example, if my chair is broken instead
of applying for maintenance, I simply
request a new chair. So, to follow up
on this, there are facility wings in

our university so it is a problem we
will follow. We have started to solve
the shortage of chairs in the summer.
Before the start of the new academic
year, we had to make the necessary
preparations before the arrival of our
students. We repaired and utilised
them instead of buying new chairs, so
it is a matter of follow up. In terms
of procurement, we report to the
concerned body because Colleges
cannot buy themselves. So, we have
to wait until the concerned body
supports us with the equipment.

Fidel: How about having permanent
employees?

Tesfaalem (PhD): 1 think there
are some at campus level because
classrooms, for example, are shared
among Colleges at campuses. Thus,
it is campus-based. We have a certain
budget for maintenance at College-
level, but they have their budget for
bigger ones, such as buildings.

Fidel: There was an idea during the
tenure of the previous dean to split
the College into different Colleges
because it is getting to big to be
constituted under one College. What
is your take regarding this?

Tesfaalem (PhD):
this is a very sizable College even
sometimes it is difficult to administer
it. In principle, even the previous
Dean believed this College should be
divided into two or three Colleges and
I think he consulted the management
of the University but normally there
is no rule that does not allow this
division. As you know, there are

you are right

lots of centres being established.
Nevertheless, 1| things:
firstly, if you ask me which College
should be established out of this
College, for example, Journalism and

see  two

Communication could be established
as a School or College. The Visual Art
could also be another College or the
language departments together with
other fields of humanities could be
established as an Institute or College
as was the case with the previous
establishment. On the other hand,
the Social Sciences could stand as a
College.

Generally, we could have different
forms of Colleges or Schools, but
it has to follow certain procedures.
Firstly, should be a full-
fledged proposal. So, if you meet the
requirements and prepare a proposal,
no one denies your request to establish

there

a Centre let alone to establish a
College. I think we have never had
a full-fledged proposal (before).
Secondly, there is an obvious shortage
of resources at the College. Thus, we
need to have enough budgets to satisfy
the demands of the staff. Thirdly,
which is internal, if, for example, we
are allowed to establish a College
of Journalism and Communication
today, would it be possible to do so
in the absence of the necessary human
resource and postgraduate programs?
Therefore, there are external and
internal problems that need to be
addressed first.

Fidel: Since you are facing most
challenges from the Department of
Journalism and Communication, don’t
you have such a plan to solve these
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lingering and enduring problems?

Tesfaalem (PhD): yes, if we, for
example, see Journalism it is related
to the other fields in Social Sciences
and Languages College. But, the
Department of Music and Visual Art
should be totally different so what we
do is we ask them to be self-reliant.
The number of staff is few and the
resource need is very bigger. The
Department of Music and Visual Art
would take much of our budget if you
buy one guitar for example.

Fidel: But my question is if we make
it a School or College, they will have
their budget and the resource would
be better?

Tesfaalem (PhD): Not necessarily,
because the budget allocation has its
own formula. You cannot get enough
budget simply because you are a
College. There are a number of factors
taken into consideration during budget
allocation, including the number of
students and teachers. So, before that,
if you have enough human resources,
if you have enough programs, for
example, the case of the Department
of Journalism and Communication,
we have only two programs, but we
don’t have a camera. So, before you
become a school, you must first be
sure that you can stand alone starting
from day one. At least you need to
have internal preparation, so if you
come up with the proposal, I will be
with you to convince the concerned
body at the University to let you
become a school.

Fidel: T think creating a conducive
working environment is the main
problem in our campus and it has
the quality of
education. For example, if we had a

implications on
good staff cafeteria there is no reason
to go out and spend one’s time. And,
if you can outsource, I think there are
persons who would like to provide the
services. It is clear that there are also
other problems but why don’t we at
least solve this?

Tesfaalem (PhD):
and anybody in the management is

you are right
happy for this and there have lots
of trails. Since my recruitment, I
have been observing many things
but unfortunately, we couldn’t solve
this. If the payment is fair there is no
reason to go home, and there have
been efforts. As you said, changing or
organizing the cafeteria is the mandate
of the College and we are discussing
and lots of efforts have been carried
out but failed for different reasons.
For your information, the plan was
to have a restaurant for each College
like what is in EiTM and College of
Agricultural. But, later, thanks to the
university management they gave us
some money as an initial capital but
since this campus is small instead of
having three different cafeterias, it was
proposed to have the whole cafeteria
to serve all the three Colleges. The
intention was to have more quality
services instead of dividing the
resources we have. Following this, the
three Colleges and the university have
contributed some amount of money,
and the university is highly concerned,
and we are pushing on that. Hopefully,
we will come up with

.

The Department of Music and
Visual Art would take much of
our budget if you buy one guitar
for example.

some sort of solution.

Fidel: Though it could be too early
to ask, how would you like to be
remembered at the end of your term?

Tesfaalem (PhD): Normally, as 1
said before I am taking the role of
facilitating the College activities
otherwise the achievements should
come from the staff. So, I want to
be a good facilitator so at the end
of my term I want to see a College
which is centre of excellence, for
example: in visual arts and indigenous
knowledge, in geez or others. We will
have a centre of excellence in having
an impactful communication and in
grasping externally funded projects.
So, at least I want to lay the ground
and the coming dean will push on it.
Thank you.

Fidel; Thank you for your time and
the wonderful ideas and we wish you
fruitful time.
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Healing the Wound: Behind the Emotional Pictures of
the Opening Ceremony of Zalambesa Border

I By: Danial Zemchal

A

Having the historical and physical
connectedness of Ethiopians and
Eritreans in mind, visualizing they
would quarrel with each other for
slightly or non-justifiable political
differences is a lapse. Don’t you
feel that? Hundreds of thousands

photo: The New york times

youth joined the senseless war that
happened between a father and
a son, a mother and a daughter,
and among the brotherly people at
large. Consequently, towns have
been destroyed; families have
been split; spouses have been

divorced; brothers and sisters have
been forced apart for more than 20
years.

To understand the agony of the
victims, it may demand to be in
their shoes. Leave alone 20 years,
how do you feel missing your wife
and children for a week field task?

The Ethio-Eritrean peace accord,
which is internationally recognized
as one of the top achievements
of 2018, began flowering on the
eve of the Ethiopian New Year,
which is celebrated on September
9. This special year was 2018
to the Eritreans (who inherited
the Gregorian Calendar from the
colonizing Italian government)
and a new 2011 to the Ethiopians
(who use the Julian Calendar).
The day came with the blessing
fruit of reconciliation through a
blissful public gathering that took
place in Zalambesa. I am not here
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to elucidate the tears of missing,
the hugs of lovers, the shouts of
mother and a son and facials of
brotherhood. Rather, I will focus
on the story behind the salient
images circulated via mainstream
and online media which I found on
the topmost lists of Getty images.

Setting out for a journey

On the night of the 15th December
2011 E.C., I wondered about the
who, what, how and why of these
pictures. The next day, I woke up
early in the morning and taxied to
the new bus station in Mekelle City.
On my way, I left the reconstructed
Ayder  Primary  School, a
government-owned school where
cataclysmal airplane bombarding
against children ensued during the
Ethio-Eritrea war, to the left side
of the street.

The noisy calls here and there in the
bus station created a mosaic sound
to my ear. The callers even didn’t
ask me where I needed to go; they
simply nagged me (my tininess
might have also contributed) enter
their respective buses waiting for
passengers. As I got into one of the
buses heading to Adigrat, I had to
wait for a while until it is filled with
the required number of travellers.
We headed up the zigzagged
asphalts of Mesebo: a hill found
in the outskirts of Mekelle, the
Northern Star! After travelling
about 30 kms, we reached Agulae,
a small town wherein an old
palace of Emperor Yohannes IV is
situated. A newly constructed road
connects it with rural villages of
Konova in Afar.

In a 45 kms travel, we found

Wukro: one of the fast-growing
cities in Tigrai. Geographically,
Wukro is encircled by the Kilte-
Awlaelo Woreda which is known
for its vast rock-hewn churches,
archaeological sites like Gaewa
and attractive rock mountains.
The famous and beautiful Gerealta
Mountains are not also too far
from the town, which may fit for
mountaineering, particularly rock-
climbing tourism. Lodges and
hotel investment are boosting in
and around the town.

Town o zalambesa

As we passed through and gave
a goodbye look to Wukro, the
historical Mosque of Negash,
which symbolizes Ethiopia as an
established home of hospitality and
diversity, welcomed us. It is found
just after a 20 minutes’ drive to the
north of Wukro. I was immediately
reminded of the incredible value

that Nejashi Mosque adds to the
nation. Being internationally
known for recognizing diversified

religious and social views before
the concept of democracy was not
uttered means a LOT, indeed.

Again after 30 minutes travel to the
north, I observed a city constructed
in a rock grounded surface named
Freweyni. The attention-grabbing
chain of rock mountain aside from
Edaga Hamus City is facing the
shining morning sun in 8:20 a.m.
By then, we’re approaching to
Adigrat.

Adigrat was one of the busiest
Ethio-Eritrean trade routes before
the disparaging war in-between.
After 20 years of desperation, the
bus station is chased with young
conductors calling Zalambesa,
Senafe, Asmara, and Batsiee
salient. I got into an “ER” coded
car (for the first time in life)
then after I together with other
passengers began our journey to
the northeast direction of the city.
After we curved through a circle
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named Piazza, I encountered vast
heavy truck with ER code on their
plate loaded with cement, metals,
and hue. This time, I was thinking
the deeply rooted and inseparable
historical, cultural, political and
socio-economic link between the
people residing north and south of
Mereb River. The driver’s surprise
stop to save a cyclist brought my
attention back.

Because the day was 16 according
to the Ethiopian Colander, a
monthly religious day of St. Mary’s
reception of testament, many
people on the bus were wearing a
white Netsela, a garment mostly
worn in religious and other casual
events. And, yet, few other mothers
dressed their Netsela upside down,
signifying that they’re mourning.

Artist Rahel Haile’s song “Hiji
Grim” (it is better now) was sung
twice, on our way from Adigrat to
Zalambesa. Of course, the song
praises the recent ‘reconciliation’
of the long-rivalled governments,
if not the people, of the two
nations; and it has become such
a popular song over the last few
months. The mother wearing
the upside-down Netsela was
unconsciously mimicking the “Hiji
Girm” song. Her lips’ movements
were in congruence with the
singer’s wordings. This indeed
was an unthinkable gesture for it
is traditionally taboo to sing when
you are mourning.

Then, what forced the mourning
woman to deviate from the
established norm? Simple, it’s
just the fact that the song was so
powerful to mirror her aspirations
of more than two decades. After

all, the reconciliation, if genuine
and lasting, is a dream come
true not only for her alone but
also for the entire people of
the two nations in general and
the bordering communities in
particular. The Tigrigna song
(8, °IC9"/Hiji Girm), which
1S a common language for both
Tegaru Ethiopians and Eritreans,
flavors the bitterness of missing,
separation and  displacements
of families among a society of
identical base. It goes:

AT 3% Q6%
ATLITPE 1A 00Ph HL&
TODY &9 79
ha + 7P
A&+ NUhT
H& + Bht9

nAG
©OZh & M99
A N727%
FtHhPOAP
HOD7 JOhAP
AhJO NIORF+
o9CeI° +hDAF
nA% H 329 £I-%
goohnhs WU*

Contextually translated as::
My homeland beautiful Asmara, the
mightier
Mekelle, The Northern Star, is even
better
Are not we, after all, one and
same,

SpeaKing the same language,
Sharing the same culture and the same
aspiration
Oh yeah,

It seems now is the dawn
That paves the way For our reunion
Hence, please let’s come together
So that the time ahead of us will be
much better

Hello Komishtato (a neighborhood in

Asmara)
May the St. Mary join and bless the
reunion
Eureka, my beloved motherland,

Tigrai

May the reunion sustain so that we all

will enjoy !

Now, it’s late morning, 9:40. And,
we’re informed that we have
arrived at Fatsi, a small town that
centres the Gulo Mekeda, Wereda,
an administration which borders
considerable breadth of an area
with Eritrea. Then a young black
uniform wearing police signalled
our driver to stop for a security
check. We, then, dropped off the
bus, lined up. Other male and
female police officers checked
our ID cards and bags. Then, we
preceded our journey.

After 25 minutes’ drive, we got
into Eritrean community village
named Ambesate-Geleba which is
bordered with the road in which
we are passing through. The
farmland right to the road belongs
to Eritrean while the right one is
to Ethiopian. In the community
which is a maximum of 15 minutes
from the road, Eritrean farmers
were busy harvesting their crops.
As we travel, we had to wait to
let pass a bold red ox that was
‘freely’ crossing the road from the
Ethiopian side to the Eritrean one.
Children were playing football
near the herd of cattle. Few people
and I destined in a small town,
Zalambesa; while others continued
traveling to Senafe. It was thrilling
to see residents of Zalambesa
busying themselves in due efforts
of restoration of their town after
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it’s completely destructed by the
war.

Mrs. Mizan and a daughter

For a town that was the main route
of a trade transaction and custom
checkpoint for decades, the closing
of the border seemed to slay a
man on the throat. I heard a tale
which was popular in Zalambesa
“you can get showered in the
road” coined for expressing the
light and or no vehicle and people
mobility followed by demolishing
of businesses for two decades.

Now, I am wondering how to
begin my job of searching for
individuals: the very mission of

or some kind of affiliation.

We crossed the road to the left
observing site under construction
beside the Zalambesa-Senafe road.
On our way to the neighbourhood,
we came across deep blue-
uniformed children in the field:
some of them were playing
football, some other volleyball and
the remaining chasing each other
in Zalambesa Primary School.
Their playfulness tells its own
story. They seem to enjoy winds of
the much-awaited peace.

After 5 minutes’ walk, the women
who brought me to the area greeted
an old man at his 80s and I made
acquaintance with a handshake

3

raring cattle. At the age of 15, she
married Mr. Gereziher Tesfay, a
man from her locality. Two years
later she gave birth to their first
daughter, Ngisti. What made their
marriage harder from its infant
age was that the arable land was
under the domination of the then
established landlords. Then he left
the locality (Ketsketsia) in search
of a job and returned waged 600
Birr, which was the reason for
the coming of the family to the
then searing home of merchants,
Zalambesa.

They opened a cereal store in
Zalambesa as a center of cereal
transaction from and to Tigrai-
Asmara. Mrs. Mizan says “Through

The muddle Ethio-Eritrean war bitterly destabilized the family of Mr. Gereziher

my journey to Zalambesa and its
environs. Hence, I had to look
for and stop residents to ask them
whether or not they know the
individuals whom I would show
them in pictures.

Then, I showed the picture of two
women to a chocolate-coloured
woman at the age of 60s whom
I found passing by the town’s
administration office. She said
“mag 9H3 9oA I3’ to mean “She
is Mrs. Mizan with her daughter.”
I guessed she might know Mrs.
Mizan’s house when her face
shines with emotional attachment

here and there.

too. He told us Mrs. Mizan is
inside the house and invited us to
get in. We passed a rough-textured
house that contained a cut of wood
for sale, then we visage gleaming,
deeply facial women preparing for
a coffee ceremony.

Mrs. Mizan Mezgebo was born
in Gulo Mekeda local village
Ketsketsia “during the reign of
Emperor Haile Selassie” she said
explicating that she doesn’t know
the exact year of her birth. She has
grown with her family, Bashay
Mezgebo Fanta, the father and
Mrs. Hagosa Abraha, the mother,

the change in the ruling classes
Zalambesa had been in bottomless
tensions.” This was because, the
rulers wanted to scoop controlling
the transaction, as Zalambesa was
the center of Ethiopia-Eritrea trade
flows. As a result, at the time of
Dergue, they have gone to their
native locality, Ketsketsia, lived
there for four years on farming.
But life didn’t settle there yet;
they returned into their current
settlement, Zalambesa, and
resumed the business of cereal
market. Frowning her face Mrs.
Mizan remembered the 1977’s
famine “it was the time that
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getting someone who can lend a
cereal was unthinkable.” She adds
minimizing her tone of speech
“believing in God my husband lent
what we had for those who had
been in a catastrophic hunger.” She
grins and enlightens her face “I am
proud of our decision at that time;
humanity has to be served first, the
doomsdays have already passed.”

At their 50 years’ settlement
in Zalambesa, she gave birth
to 9 children. At the end of the
1970s, their first daughter, Ngisti
Gereziher, married an Eritrean
merchant who had been living in
Zalambesa. The muddle Ethio-
Eritrean war bitterly destabilized
the family of Mr. Gereziher here
and there. Most of their children
were in Adigrat. But the couple,
together with a child, remained in
their home at the time the Eritrean
soldiers invaded Zalambesa.

Then after, along with the
community of Zalambesa they
have been deported to Hambuka, a
village near to Senafe, by Eritrean
soldiers. After two weeks they
were told to go back to Zalambesa
to collect their property. She
says ‘“Zalambesa was completely
destructed by the time; it was rare
to see a building.” Their houses
and property were also destroyed.
“Let alone the valuable one we
didn’t even get the doors and roofs
of our houses” she adds.

After two years stay in the camp
of Hambuka they have been
transferred to a place named
Surabaso around Adi-Keyih, in
Eritrea. “We left the bitter life in
the camp thanks to the scheme of

UN that brought us back to our
locality Zalambesa” she appends.
Similar to their neighbours, they
got a subsidy from government
and built the home where we
are inside discussing today. But
the family encountered another
challenge. Ngisti and her four
children were also in a challenge in
Adigrat. The children missed their
father: resentfully owed getting
their father. She says, “we thought
that the confrontation will be over
in a short time, yet, we waited for
two decades.” They travelled to
Eritrea along with Eritreans fleeing
Adigrat.

The Ethiopian New Year, 2011,
brought the delight of family
connectedness to Mrs. Mizan’s
family. Even though she was
sick in that week, that day she
struggled to fling her bed and wore
a white traditional dress with the
art of cross at the bottom for the
reconciliation ceremony.

The emotional chase of people
running from both sides seems the
rain of heavy summer. Mrs. Mizan
heard someone calling ‘Ngisti
your mother is there’. She rushed
towards the voice she heard and
met her long-missing daughter.
“We joyfully cried with endless
hugs” she explains.

Looking at the photo of her and
her daughter, hugging each other,
I brought with me, she says “this
photo was taken the time we
met after 20 years of missing,
and thus we were extremely
emotional.” Mrs. Mizan greeted
her grandchildren whom she
even doesn’t know them before.

After Mrs.Ngisti came to see
her father who was sick at the
time, all the family celebrated the
holiday of Meskel (The Finding
of True Cross) to Zalambesa. The
20 years which were bitter this
much brought unexpected reunion
and emotional connectedness of
families from both sides, like what
I have observed at Mrs. Mizan’s
home.

Tea Chat at Senafe

My next journey was to Senafe,
a city which is Sub Zone
Administration of Sothern Zone
in Eritrea. 1 travelled with a
motorcyclist ignoring a conductor
of Tigrai-coded bus calling for
travellers to Senafe. The border
is at the edge gate of Zalambesa
which I observed burrows evenly
dispersed for military purpose.
After we have passed a slight
mountainous village called Serha
I sought a city aside a huge rock
mountain. Senafe is a city in which
a new construction of buildings is
rare.

I observed many people enjoying
drinking tea, which might
probably be a favorite drink. When
I entered a tea shop at the center
of the city, many people most of
whom are elders were discussing
having tea. On the right side of my
seat, I observed 3 youth chatting
each other. I told them that I came
from Tigrai and requested to join
them. They warmly accepted me
preparing a seat for me.

We began acquaintance but most of
them reserved their prior freedom
when I told them I am a journalist.
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We agreed to discuss all the sessions
off the record. What I observed
is that they are delighted to the
peace deal, but they have raised
reservations on the regulation as
well as the implementation of the
reconciliation endeavour. The
issue that was underlined in the
discussion was the question of why
both governments didn’t publicize
the peace agreement terms. We
all left this issue unanswered.

he New yo times

photo
The other triggering point in our
discussion was the widely spoken
rumour that the border will be
closed in a very recent, which I
later understood it was closed the
next day, 17 December 2011 E.C.

I put fifty Birr on the table, but the
one in front of me scoop paying
the bill. He says, “we know you are
not a guest but for the time being,
let me take the honour of paying
for my brother from Tigrai.” They
all are too cooperative and charily
welcoming youth.

Then after I called the motorcyclist,
I rode back to Zalambesa. In my
travel from Zalambesa to Adigrat
the most prominent agenda of
discussion was the social ties and
emotions of travellers from both
countries. My journey back to
Mekelle was in the late evening. I
sat on the third seat of a minibus
decorated by Eritrean, Ethiopian
and Tigrai flags.

The man at the age of 30s on my
left side broke the silence asking
where 1 have been. When I told
him about myself, he looked at my
face once and sent his eyes back
to his knees. Suddenly, he began
narrating his life.

Asmerom Hadgu, a dweller in
Mekelle, was a kid in Zalambesa
before 26 years old. His mother’s
life was in Zalambesa while his
father’s home was in Senafe. He
has grown traveling here and there,
which he remembers “there was
no border; no demarcation by the
time.”

At an age of 9, the Ethio-Eritrean
war split him from his father not
only for two decades but also for a
lifetime. He sadly says, “my father
in Senafe died a month earlier
than the opening of Ethio-Eritrean
Border.” Though he was saddened
by the death of his father, he was
glad that he got his father’s family
in Senafe. We were absorbed by
the story that we didn’t realize
our arrival in Mekelle until we
were reminded by the
conductor.

The twenty years’
blockade of the two
countries everybody’s
home on both sides.
Especially, the war
resulted in the death
of sons and daughters
and the split of family
members.

It also destructed cities,
villages, schools and
economy in-general.

However, the opening
of the border reconnected parents
with joyful tears. Now, it seems
time has arrived to heal the wounds
and wipe the tears of mothers of
both countries.

Let’s say enough is enough for war
attempts; let’s let discussions won
prizes; let the mothers be happy
once. If not at least don’t let the
honest mothers cry for the third
time.
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Haregu: A Woman who Transformed Stones into Fruits

Tigray Regional state Deputy President Debretsion Gebremichael (PhD) Visiting Haregu's farm

I By: Dawit Gebregziabher, PhD

Mrs. Haregu Gobezay, 40, is a farmer
who lives at Mereb-leke district
in the Central Zone of Tigrai. She
was only schooled until grade four.
Like most women farmers in Tigrai,
Haregu used to depend on small-scale
agriculture and her husband’s salary
to feed a family of ten members, an
income, which is too small to support
the family. However, as a woman who
does not take living in poverty as her
fate, she started to think about other
livelihood options. Among these,
what crossed her mind as the most
viable option was irrigation. She
knew that the area she has to cultivate
was degraded and full of stones.

Nevertheless, this did not stop her
from realizing her dream. She hired a
number of workers to clear the stones
and prepare the land for a farm. :

Preparing the farm: In 2005, Haregu
prepared the farm to cultivate
vegetables in an area of 1.5 hectares.
Now, producing various
kinds of fruits in large numbers on
12 hectares of farmland. During
the first five years, she was able to
engage in cash-oriented vegetables
such as tomato, onion, pepper. Later,
she found out that the soil was not
anymore fertile to support future
agricultural productivity with the

she is

Photo: Dawit Gebregziabher, PhD

same or improved productivity even
with the use of inorganic fertilizer.

Then, she came up with novel
ideas that are strange not only for
a woman farmer like her but also
for researchers like me and other
established scientists. The first thing
she did was, she replaced the topsoil
by other fertile soil from somewhere
else. Moreover, she also made a
shift from vegetables to fruits like
Mango, Apple, Kent, Tommy, Kit,
Dado, and other local varieties, such
as Avocado, Orange, and Mandarin.
Currently, there are more than 6000
fruit trees on her farm. Side by side,
she has also planted fodder grasses
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like Desmodium, elephant grass and a
tree called True neem (to be used as
biological pesticide/insecticide) and
many others. The other breakthrough
she did was that she has decided to
ban the use of any inorganic material,
including fertilizer, pesticide,
herbicide, insecticide and much more.

Cement Irrigation Canal

Haregu constructed a cemented
irrigation canal with a cost of 1.2
million Ethiopian birr investment, and
this helped her to get adequate water
for her farm without leakage. The total
size of the farm is 12 hectares of land.
Moreover, this canal is used not only
to irrigate her farm but also to other
farmers who are near to her farm.

Bridge

Haregu  has  also
constructed a bridge
to let vehicles enter
her farm and create
easy access to both

visitors and traders.
This bridge, which
she constructed

with a total cost of
820,000.00 Birr also
solved the problems
of more than 80
households, who were
struggling to cross
the big gully between
their residence and the
woreda town.

Organic farming

Another achievement
of Haregu 1is, she
has transformed
her traditional farm

into an organic farm. Now, she has
fulfilled the entire requirement that
an organic farm can have according
to the scientific literature. Haregu’s
organic farm also consists of a dairy
farm. There are 10 cows and 4 calves
in the farm. Animal fodder grasses,
such as Desmodium, elephant grass,
Rodes grass, and alfalfa are grown for
the dairy within the farm. The milk
produced from these dairy cows is
used both for own consumption and
as a source of additional income for
the household by selling the surplus
milk produced. She has also a poultry
farm and the produce is used both as
a source of nutrition for her family
and income source from selling. She
has more than 100 chickens both local
and exotic breeds. Moreover, she is
also engaged with the fattening of
small ruminants and oxen.

Partial view of Haregu s farm

Small-Scale Biogas Digester

Haregu has also small-scale biogas
digester and this biogas uses fresh
manure obtained from the dairy
cows as an input to the biogas
digesters. Permanent employees
use biogas to prepare their food and
lighting services. It is also one of the
mitigation strategies that are used to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Investment in the improvement of
the soil ecosystem

To improve the soil ecosystems, she
has replaced the topsoil with fertile
soil from other places. She enhanced
the health of the soil, combated the
soil-related problems that are common
in the area. These problems include
soil salinity, rocky landscape, Striga
infestation, and low organic matter. To

Photo: Dawit Gebregziabher, PhD
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address these problems, she currently
has 53 compost pits and 13 Vermin
compost, and the compost is applied
to fruit trees. Compost produced from
these pits is applied to the farm and it
greatly improves the productivity and
health of the fruit trees. Moreover,
she also owns two pits for bio-slurry
coming from the small-scale biogas
digesters and this is mainly applied to
plants that are deficient with nutrient
and have yellowish leave colour. She
managed to change the colour of the
leaves of the plants from yellowish
to deep green in two weeks. She is
also reclaiming the gully using soil

Culturing red earthworms (Eisenia
fetida) carry out this process. Haregu
is using weeds from her farm as
an input for the vermin compost.
Shire  Endaslassie ~ Agricultural
TVET College Natural Resources
Department has given her and
others training. Consequently, she
established a medium to reproduce
them, and now she is using the
compost for her fruit trees.

Biological control for diseases and
pests

After she banned using inorganic
materials including pesticide and

°

feed, seed, IPM and more.
Job opportunity

Since she started farming, she has
employed a number of individuals,
especially those who are school
dropouts and those who are affected
by poverty. When hiring she targets
these two parts of the society. Unlike
the other farm owners, Haregu did
not want to have an employee to stay
with her for his/her lifetime rather
she wanted them to have a plan to get
out of poverty. As a result, she has
greatly contributed to the reduction

This bridge, which she constructed with a total cost of 820,000.00 Birr also solved

the problems of more than 80 households, who were struggling to cross the big gully

between their residence and the woreda town.

banks. She uses the contour part of
the gully at the top as a filter that is
used to trap materials other than the
topsoil and the top fertile soil enters
the contoured gull and it fills it. After
some time, it is used for planting
fruits such as papaya. Besides, if the
amount of topsoil collected is more
than required, the topsoil is taken to
the other part of the farm that requires
more topsoil.

Vermin compost

Vermin compost is a process of
converting  unavailable  organic
substances into an available form or
readily available for use by plants.

insecticide, she has developed a
biological pesticide or insecticide. She
started to use leaves of true neem trees
and she mixed this leaf with Urine of
oxen. The mixture will be fermented
for 15 days after that the liquid could
be applied as an Integrated Pest
Management (IPM). Moreover, the
leaves of Desmodium is also used
for similar purposes. Desmodium
was introduced in 2008 through as
livestock feed by Relief Society of
Tigray (REST), however, Haregu
was able to use this grass to eliminate
Striga and she has presented about
this in a conference and she remained
to be known for using Desmodium as

of school dropouts and poverty in
the area. She also told them either to
help their family, to save from what
they got and to develop their farm in
the future. She gives especial support
for females to establish their farms.
For this reason, females who want
to be hired on her farm are not only
envisioned for getting money but also
for their future development plan. She
is using working schedules that are
not common in developing countries.
She hires students on shift or hourly
basis, and this has helped students
a lot to get income without missing
their classes. As a result, many of
the students who were working in
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her farm are now able to complete
their high school and some of them
became University lecturers in the
Ethiopian Universities. She is also a
source of seed and seedlings for the
individuals who wanted to establish
their agricultural farm and beyond.
She is distributing seedling of fruit
trees with affordable prices

to different stakeholders in the region
and beyond.

Contribution of the farm to Sustainable

Haregu: Sharing her experience at Int’l conference held at MU

Development goals (SDGs): The farm
also greatly contributes to a number
of Sustainable Development Goals
such as to SDG 4, which deals with
fostering Education through creating
job opportunities (along the value
chain) for the students who are not

able to continue their education

because of the shortage of income for
their survival. Moreover, the area was
severely degraded but now it becomes
green and rehabilitated and this
contributes to the SDG 15 that deals

with the protection, restoration, and
promotion of the use of ecosystems
through reversing land degradation
and halting biodiversity loss. Her work
has also greatly contributed towards
SDG 2, which is “end hunger, achieve

food security and improved nutrition
and promote sustainable agriculture.”
Moreover, her work also contributes
to ensure healthy lives and promote
wellbeing for all, because the produce
is organic and the produce from this
farm has more contribution towards
ensuring healthy lives. She is also

motivated to achieve gender equality
and empower all women and girls. She
considers gender equality when hiring
labour and she, in turn, contributes to
awareness creation on gender equality
in the area. As one component of the
organic farming, she has also a dairy
farm, and this contributes towards
employment creation and thereby
economic growth (SDG 8). Moreover,
she is also using the manure as input
for biogas.

Using biogas contributes towards
two SGDs. One is SDG 13, which is
“take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts.” This is done
through the reduction of methane
from the atmosphere (that could be
emanated from the fresh dung). The
second is the biogas will contribute
to achieving the SDG 7, by “ensuring
access to affordable, reliable and
sustainable and modern energy for
all.” Moreover, using biogas digester
is also contributing towards the
SDG 2, which promotes sustainable
agriculture ~ through  enhancing
agricultural productivity using the
bio-slurry that produced from the
small-scale biogas digesters.

In summary, the work that Haregu
engages with contributes not only
for the development of land uses
through rehabilitation of degraded
area thereby improve the natural
capital, but also this contributes to
secure the livelihoods of Haregu
and many others, who are involved
along the value chain in one way or
the other. Furthermore, the practice
also contributes to enhancing the
ecosystem services and combating
climate change impacts. Moreover,
her engagement has contributed to
a range of SDGs such as SDG 4,
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which deals with fostering Education
through creating job opportunities.
SDG 15 that deals to protect, restore
and promote the use of ecosystems
throughreversing land degradation and
halt biodiversity loss. SDG 2, which
is end hunger, achieve food security
and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture; dairy farm and
the thousands of fruits, contributes
toward employment creation and
thereby economic growth (SDG 8).
Using fresh manure as an input for
the biogas digester contributes to
two sustainable development goals.
i) SDG 13, which takes urgent action
to combat climate change and its
impacts through reduction of Methane

Existing challenges of this organic
farm

Even though there is much produce
of fruits it is not possible to engage
value chain actors, because the fruits
are sold as raw. The market should
be created for the produce and value
should be added for the produce.
Therefore, a conducive environment
should be created to add the value of
these fruits through agro-processing
industries. Moreover, stakeholders

in this type of activity should engage
in facilitating the certification of
organic produce. Moreover, the value
chain should be established to engage
stakeholders as producers, processors,

Haregu cultivating her farm

from the atmosphere. ii) Biogas will
contribute to achieving the SDG 7,
by “ensuring access to affordable,
reliable and sustainable and modern
energy for all.”

suppliers, distributors (whole sellers
and retailers), and consumers with a
fair price.

[\
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Reviving the Media Productions at
DJC-MU: What does it take?

B By Mebrahten Gebremariam

hen the Department

of Journalism and

Communication,

Mekelle  University
(hereafter DJC-MU) was kicked off
in 1997 E.C. (2005), within the then
Department of English and under
the Faculty of Education, there was
almost no precondition fulfilled to
equip it with the compulsory facilities
for media production equipment.

Consequently, several batches had
been obliged to attend almost entirely
theoretical classes and “complete”
their degree program in Journalism
and Communication, a profession that
requires superb technical/production
skills. Many unlucky batches, mine
included, had suffered not only from
total absence of media laboratories/
equipment but also from the dearth of
reference books.

Anyways, such a critical problem
was exhibited in the poor quality
of our graduates, in terms of their
production skills, if not in their
overall understanding potentials.
This coupled with other external
factors had been casting-off our job-

yearning graduates from securing job
opportunities for which they would
have been otherwise best fit.

Haileselassie Gebremichael is now
working as a Sports journalist for
Tigrai Mass Media Agency. Recalling
the “unproductive times” many of his
batch mates spent after graduation, he
said “Despite the degree we earned
in Journalism and Communication,
we had to spend up to four years
unemployed.” Haileselassie attributes
this, among other things, to the poor
quality of journalism education which
he describes it as “dominated by
theory.”

Consequently, there were mountains
of disappointment and regrets among
six to seven batches of alumni of the
department. The media institutions,
our major employers, had been also
openly criticizing the undeniable
poor quality of education and its
training facilities for close a decade.
Gebrehiwot Tesfa, who is one of
the first batches of the department
(DJC-MU), is currently working as
Television Programs Head at Dmtsi
Weyane Tigrai PLC. He flashes

back to his studentship to generalize
the overall journalism teaching and
learning process he had gone through
as “incompetent.” He further recalls
“even those of us who secured
journalism job after graduation were
confused in applying the theories
and principles we grasped in classes.
This is mainly because we were not
oriented and trained in a way that
equips with compulsory journalistic
skills.” As Gebrehiwot and many
other members of the earlier batches
witness either they had failed to
get the much-awaited journalism/
communication jobs, or they had to
sit for a number of weeks and even
months in technical production skills
training, if they got any.

In the meantime, the management
of Mekelle FM 104.4 radio station
offered half an hour weekly airtime
for the department: Journalism &
Communication. Then, this paved a
way to the commencement of Twfit
(¥O-LT) weekly radio program
which still transmits every Saturday
in Tigrigna language.

&L\ | o5 ¢7TC 0 TC [BNTE AP



m

While the radio station deserves
heartfelt appreciation for the great
offer, the opportunity was not properly
utilized due to some factors. Cognizant
of this, the department had to pause
and look for a way out. Thanks to
the university’s top management,
particularly the President (Prof.
Kindeya Gebrehiwot), Fidel
Magazine and Fidel Weekly Radio
Program have come into being in
2006 E.C. The then leadership, from
the department Head through the
President, were fully convinced and
committed to make these initiatives a
success.

In view of that, the department
devised strategies or approaches

authorities and accountabilities.

Besides to the ‘Media Productions
Coordinator’, we assigned every
instructor to assist and guide the
productions as ‘Advisors’ to each
program. The courage inducing
editorial meetings we enjoyed with
our students every Monday were truly
empowering and informative in that
it benefited students and instructors
alike.

What is more, we learned that
our students, particularly the first
year, face technical challenges in
editing their programs. Then, we
created a Technical Training Scheme
ahead of the production courses,

°

number of interviewees, most of them
intellectuals. This podcast brought
at least five instructors to the media
production world and proved to be a
great media laboratory and learning
forum. Matewos Gebrehiwot,
one of these producer instructors,
believes that his engagements in the
podcast have helped him internalize
journalism practices in general and
the online media in particular.

When the podcast stopped running
for financial and related reasons,
Matewos joined the then popular, yet
short lived “Sergen” magazine, to
serve as its Editor. “In both roles, I
practically lived the principles I teach
in journalism classes,” Matewos said.

We just took the production-oriented teaching and learning model from Mekelle Universit
applied it in our recently launched Journalism department at Woldia University” Mohamme

“I think other universities should also revisit their journalism training approach.

that practically helped to make these
media productions points of pride in
the university and beyond. We drafted
editorial policy, based on which our
day to day media engagements and
productions would be governed.

We also formed intra-batch (later
inter-batch) networks or groups
of producers so that juniors can
learn from their seniors and vice
versa. Then, we selected ‘editorial
committee members’, from the student
community, with some hierarchies of
positions that attached their respective

which naturally come very lately.
The certificates we awarded them
as accomplishing the short-term
training on “Adobe Audition, Adobe
Premium, Adobe In-design, and
Adobe Photoshop” software greatly
helped in boosting the confidence of
our students and of course it would
help them make business before and
after graduation as well.

Furthermore, the staff members of
the department took an initiative
to launch Momona Podcast which
lasted for several months and hosted a

Speaking of the Ilink between
practicing journalism and teaching it
in class rooms, I can witness about the
value they add to each other. From my
former role as a Correspondent to the
Australian based SBS radio for more
than three years reporting news and
current affairs as well as an Editor-in-
Chief of a number of magazines

and two yearbooks, my multiple
roles in four documentaries, etc. I am
privileged to provide examples for the
theories and principles we all share to
my students from my own experiences
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as well. Don’t get me wrong here.
This includes not only from my own
best achievements but also the lessons
learned from the mistakes committed
in due process of each production.

Merits of the media production
engagements

Astonishingly enough, it didn’t take
much time for the dream project to
come true amidst unceasing and hard-
hitting challenges. Within two
years, the demanding media
production activities not only
started to pay off, but also
managed to win national award
and recognitions of various
stakeholders from here and
there.

After some months, one of
those radio segments, produced
by the then 2nd year student
Etsubding Hailu who later was
working as a Reporter for the
ENN Television, smashingly
won the tightly contested “2014
Student Journalism Award”
hosted by the US Embassy in
Addis Ababa.

A year later, the then FDRE’s
Government Communication
Affairs Office conducted a national
survey that assessed the status of
educationalqualityamongdepartments
of Journalism and Communication,
hosted in public universities, as well
as their relationships with the media
industry.  Accordingly, = Mekelle
University’s department of Journalism
and Communication was found to be
exemplary.

The media production engagements
are practically value adding in

enhancing the quality of our education
system. Not only the technical
interviewing, recording, writing,
editing, broadcasting and designing
skills, but also the very process at
large (particularly the editorial process
which plans and evaluates weekly
productions) is truly instructive and
empowering.

Having gone through some challenges,
the department (DJC-MU) unlike other

i

Journalism schools of the country has
uniquely incorporated the “Media
Production Engagements” course into
the nationally harmonized curriculum.
This is done in a non-credit (as a “Fail
or Pass”) courses running for four
semesters. Doing so has practically
increased the participation of the
students; it pooled some reluctant
students into to the production circle.
Might sister departments throughout
the country follow this great move?

Student Journalist awarded for serving Fidel editorial

Not only local media institutions,
but also some of the widely known
international media (including the
BBC, and SBS) have favored our
fresh graduates who went through the
truly empowering training approach
of FIDEL/Tewfit radio programs:
learning by doing.

Million Haileselassie Brhane,
currently working as a Correspondent
for the German based Deutsche Welle

4

(DW) from Mekelle, is grateful to
the media production practices he
has had during his studentship in our
DIJC. “The radio programs we used
to produce have empowered us right
before we our graduation,” he said,
adding “[therefore] we didn’t join the
media industry as novice journalists.”
Above and beyond, the trust and
reliance that various media institutions
vested on our graduates following to
the concerted efforts we invested in
the media productions (both FIDEL

&8O\ | ¥4 5 7C 0 TC [EATE A9

25



m

radio program and FIDEL magazine
as well as Tewfit radio program) was
truly uplifting. We have practically
observed our students outshining their
counterparts in many entrance exams
of the very much battled for media job
offer. “Unlike the others who came
from other universities, we were
fully capable of exhibiting the entire
production process. This has greatly
contributed to our better employability
at the local and international media
firms,” said Million.

To our pride, there were even some
media institutions, such as Mekelle

audiences; months and years before
their graduation period. “We have
also seen that the ones who attended
technical training have already
outshined their trainers in mastering
adobe audition software,” said Hagazi.
Apart from the media industry
and practitioners’ side, our media
productions have positively
influenced the way other sister
universities are offering journalism
education. Mohammed Fentaw, a
former Student Editor- in chife of
the weekly Fidel radio program, is
working for Woldiya University.
As he joined Woldia University as a

3

universities should also revisit their
journalism training approach.”

According to Mohammed, his
journalism training back at Mekelle
University which was very much
supported by sustaining media
productions  has  boosted  his
confidence as he joined the world of
work. “I didn’t experience strange
feelings as beginner,” he stated, “I just
fitted to purpose both in academic and
production assignments given to me.”
By the time Mohammed joined as its
new staff member, Woldia University

was on the process of launching

Plus, as 1 write this story there is no single functional video cam-

era in the department;

nor is there any photo camera with

which a student can do a Photojournalism assignment or take a

FM 104.4, that skipped our graduates
from putting them for on-the-job
training after they got them hired.
This was made singling them out from
their newly joining colleagues that
graduated from any other universities
offering journalism degree programs
in the country.

The secrete behind, as Hagazi Woldu,
a Programs Head at Mekelle FM
104.4 justifies, is that they have been
seeing them in their necked eyes, at
their very own studio producing and
broadcasting radio shows that won
hearts and minds of many respective

picture for this magazine.

young educator three years back, he
convinced his colleagues that they
have to pay a visit to the Department
Journalism and Communication at
Mekelle University to share academic
experiences, with due emphasis on
our media production engagements.
He also brought his selected students
with him on another similar visit.

“We just took the production-oriented
teaching and learning model from
Mekelle University and applied it
in our recently launched Journalism
department at Woldia University”
Mohammed said. “I think other

Woldia FM radio. “Thanks to
my enabling training at Mekelle
University, particularly the radio
programs for which [ used to produce,
edit and coordinate, I am profoundly
performing in my career. | have
helped realize the launching of the
FM radio, and produced jingles as
well as programs.”

So far so good! But, were these media
production engagements and their
achievements realized in a journey
full of beds and roses? Undeniably,
NOT!
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The Lingering

Challenges

The success
stories narrated
above and
more were hard
earned.  There
were a  series

of hiccups and
even some stern
challenges all
the way long.
As anyone may
expect, starting
a new venture
has never been
an easy ride. It
requires setting
new rules of the
game, assigning
best fit players/
actors, facing unfamiliar challenges,
spending sleepless nights to turn your
dream into a reality. Thus, credit to
the then leadership, staff and most
importantly the media thirsty students,
these requirements were industriously
and effectively fulfilled. Hence,
the aforementioned achievements
and recognitions per se are worth
celebrating. Eureka!

Oh, sorry here comes bad news. That
success story and its honeymoon didn’t
last long. Particularly, at this point of
time, inversely, those challenges are
resurrected. The problem is that such
unsympathetic challenges are not only
lingering, but also enduring. The non-
gradable, and yet truly value adding,
Technical Training Scheme has long
been stopped for unclear reasons.
Plus, as I write this story there is no
single functional

Students siting for weekly editorial meeting

video camera in the department; nor
is there any photo camera. Imagine
teaching the production courses such
as Tv Documentary, Television News
Writing and Reporting, Magazine
Production, Newspaper Production,
etc. without photo/video camera.
What a lapse!

Moreover, there is no consistent and
sufficient financial support from the
university/college side allocated for
running costs. While the university
is on the one hand requesting news
coverage from all its six campuses
dispersed within and in the outskirts
of Mekelle city, it on the other hand,
does not provide assigned student
journalists  with the necessary
transportation facilities. Nor is there
any reliable and consistent system by
which students can reimburse their
transportation and other related costs
from the college/university.

Consequently, there has been a chilling
wind blowing feelings of frustration
amongst the department’s community,
particularly students and coordinating
or supervising staff members.

Equally worrisome is the very low
value not few instructors give to
practicing journalism. While it

is courage inducing to see many
instructors contributing news and
feature articles to various website,
print and broadcast media outlets,
many others still journalism
virgin. Ironically, it is common
place to see such journalism virgin
instructors (those who have never
produced/published any journalistic
piece) teaching skill or production
courses. And, the result is obvious:
“theorizing” the unattained skills
and practices as prescribed by “the
handout”.

arc
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And, the ways forward?

Given the aforementioned
challenges and problems,
the  following  solutions

are suggested, henceforth.
Securing sustainable budget
and other compulsory benefit
packages should be a priority
issue among the management
chain (from department

head to the president levels).
Here, we need to install
and build a system of sustainably
financing the media productions.

Equally important, if not urgently
required, is purchasing media
Production Equipment. This is
simply a matter of survival not only
for the productions, but also for the
classroom teaching and learning.

1LO4. 4FM

AT T 555 FALDICY T ARSI A KD

104.4 Radio FM Mekelle

(2)

Twfit Radio Program

Besides, formalizing and resuming the
‘Media Productions Coordinator’ will
ensure the quality and sustainability of
these demanding media productions.

What is more, and
upgrading the media productions
Technical Training Scheme will
reinvigorate the production mindset
and confidence of the department’s
community; particularly students.
This doesn’t even require any
additional resources, but time and
leadership commitment within the
department.

resuming

Resuming the “Best Producer of
the Year Award” will also boost
the morale of the media producer
students. It also

adds its own flavor to the quality of
our media productions for it induces
sense of healthy competition
among the student community.

Last but by no means least, we,
journalism educators,
exercise our profession in one
way or another. It’s heartwarming
news that some instructors are
ready to host airtime in the recently
launched community radio of our
university and its nearby community.
1 salute their courage. 1 hope others

need to

\| !!
‘"f.-; l Momnna Podcast

will follow their footsteps in one
way or another. At least, every one
of us should contribute to this very
magazine: FIDEL. To the minimum,
it will help us understand what we
mean by “Do the assignment: produce
a feature article which is compulsory
to complete the course!”

W ovv

& 9° 20T 102.2
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Fidel Radio Program
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